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Country. After Obfervctor, 1 mult 
claim your Promife of 
giving Us the Duty of 


yurymen, “Lis a ufeful Subject, and altogether 
peceflary. 
orf, Honelt Country. man, You fhall ever find 
mess good as my Word; and therefore Wil 
begin with the Grand Fury, becaufe with it be- 
cins the Procefs in all Criminal Cafes. It is 
nalled the Grand-Fury, eecaufe it confilts of a 
oreater Number than Twelve, as commonly of 
Twenty One, Nineteen ; and | think according 
othe Practice of our Courts, of never lefs than 
Serentcen 3 and of thefe, if Twelve of them 
ptee, the Verdi or Prefentment is Valid, tho’ 
he reft do not Confent, Their Office and Power 
svery great, as extending to all Offences 
hroughows the whole Country, for which they 
Serve, They aré calied the Grand- inqueft, be- 
ale they make Enquiry of al} Offencss, which 
hey Report by Prefentment , and of what is 
brought Before chem by way of 7, they De- 
ermine by Verdi, and to do this, they are 
folenaly Sworn. The Oath of a Grand Fury- 
an, as! find ig in my old Book of Oaths, is 
s foliows, 
Tou (ha truly Enquire, ad due Prefentment 
ake of a8 {uch things as you are Charged withal 
nthe Queens Behalf, The Queens Counfel, your 
Don, and your Fellows, you {hall wel} and truly keep, 
in all other things, the Truth Prefent. So help 
you God; And by the Contents of this Book. 
This was the Antient Oath of a Grand Fury, 
nd (as {chink never Expreffed otherwife till 
he Reizn of King Charles the Second, whenin 
it Proceedings apaioft the Earl of Shaftsbury, 
twas Expreiled as below, and Publifhed by His 
Majeflies {psctal Command. 
Tou fhall diligently Enquire, and true Prefent. 
nent moke of ell fuch Matters, Articles, and things 
i fhelt be given youin Charge, as of all other Afat- 
Sand Things as fhall come to your Knowledze, 
ucbing this prefent Service : The Queens Counfal, 
‘Wt Fellows and your Own, you hall keep Secret ; 
Im {halt Prefent no Perfon for Hatred or Malice, 
either fhah you leave any one Unprefented for 
taro AffiGicn, for Lucre or Gain, or atty bopes 
reo but in all things eu fhall Prefent the Truth, 
vt whole Tru'h, and nothing but the Truth, to the 
fof your Kniwledge. So belp you God, 
Se that you find by the Oath, the Office of 
+ Crand Fury, is concern’d in two Things prin- 
OW, vin, Prefentments and Indifments. The 
alkof whieh, is, when the Juy themfelves, of 
it own Kacwiedge, or by their own /nquiry, 
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a ‘ujary of the Publick, and the Difturbance 


nti Fellow Citicens or Couutrymen s and 
| a “Dey effcem Gt to be Punith’d or Remo- 
» 19 cis which, they do give the Cours 


*¥¢ Notice of asy Crime, Offence, or Nujance, | 








Notice thereof in. Writing, in a brief manner 
without Form, only giving the Nature of the 
thing, the Perfons Name, and she Place. And 
this Prefentment, is the matter, Whereon to 
Form an Jndsment: 

_Country-m, Then, Mafter Obfervator, | hope 
the Prefentment of the Honeft Grand jury, the 
laft Seffions au the Old. Baily, will caufe an In- 
di&ment againft the Players in Dorfet Garden, 
and againft fuch as put up Play- Hoje Bills ta 
the City of London. 

Ovf. Youfee the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, and the Cours of Aldermen, have alrea- 
dy saken Care of the latter, and 1 make no 
quéftion, when the Players fhall be fo impudent 
as to.open their Shop of Lewdnefs in the Liberty 
and Freedom of that Honourable City, bue 
thar hey will be feverely Profecused. 

To return to my Subject, there is this differ- 
ence berwixt an JndiGment and a Prefentment, 
the latter is always the A& of a Grand jury, and 
is not as yet drawn into Form, whereas /n- 
diGments are drawn up, either by the Order of 
the Court, or at the Inftance of the Profecutor, 
and the fame is broughs Before, and Deliver’d to 
the Grand Jury, who Examine the Witnefles to 
the Bil upon Oath, and as they think fit, re- 
turn the Indiments endors’d, eisher Bills Vera, 
a true BiD, or Ignoramus,We are Ignorant, 1. ¢. 
they cannos according to the Oaths they have 
taken, and the Evidence they have examin’d, 
find fufficient ground for the Accufation, fo as 
to bring the Life or Reputation of their Fel- 
low Subje& in Queftion. 


Ose would think the Oath of aGrand Jury- 


man was (ufficient to dire& himin the difeharge 
of his Duty, that he bath a Faithful Counfellor 
within hint, { mean his Conjcience, to be his Tu- 
tor, and fuch a Cotnfellour too as will appear 
as Evidence againft hiai at the Great Aflizes, 
when the Righteous Judge thall wring all Man- 
kind to his Impartial Bar. Our Fore-Fashers 
made the cleareft Diftinction between Mndifters 
Tryers, and Judges, and made frit Lawa, shat 
Juries thould not give Verdict againft Evidence, 
nor Judges give Sentence againft the Verdid 
but under the moft Severe Penalties thas could 
be inflifted. Is it nos worfe than Death for a 
Man to Forfeit all his Kftare,and be thrown into 
Prifon, whilft the Innocent Wife, and poor 
Harmlefs Children are thrown ous of Doors, 
and deprivd of al] Subfiftance for the Sins 
of a Perjored Husband and Father? for his 
Houfe muft be pulled down, his Ground muft 
be. Plowed up, and his Trees Rooted out of 
the Earth, with Lofs of Franchife, and with 
perpetual Brand of Villany. This is the Com. 
mon Law fot a Perjur'd Jury-man, and this allo 
in Petty-Cafes: How much more Juft and Equi- 
table is it then in Cale of Life and Death? 

An& 














And for Corrupt Judges, our. Law is moft 


Severe. Whenthe Grand Eyres were held in 
the greateft ftrictnefs, as was the Antient Cu- 
ftom, King Aifred Hanged 30 or 40 more un- 
juft Jadges, chan Cambyfes Flead: The Mirror 
isa good Comment on fome Paflages in Aifreds 
Life, and if ie be true, that Horn Lived to the 
End of King Edward, it is much Wonder that 
on fuch occafion, he did nog mention fome of 
thoiz Judges by him fo Punifhed, when there 
was {carce any left bus Honeft Fobn of AZetting- 
bam, and Elias of Bechingham. Of this the Dif- 
fertations of Ficta may be fofficient Proof, as 
that of Sir William Thorp ahd the Great Judge, 
in the third part of his /nftitutes about Corrupt 
Judges and the Judges Oath, 

{t is very remarkable how curious the Sews 
were in Creating, or rather Ordaining of Jud- 
ges, from whence the Phrafe of Ordination 
feems to be raifed, which appears by Mr. Seldens 
Notes on the Eutychian, or Alexandrian Anti- 
quitics, full as old as St. AZark the Evangeli/t : 
Aad the Jews Punifhments of evil Judges are fe- 
vere and moft remarkable, infomuch where all 
others were again reftored to their Offices 
after Corporal Punifhmenr, their Lord Chief 
Fuftice or Prefident of their Sanbedrim, or any 
Chief Juftice could never be reftored again after 
fuch Ponifhment; no, not to be as one of his 
Inferiour Collegues. The next time we meet 
{ fhall proczed farther in this Difcourfe, at pre- 
fent let us hear what News you have brought 
us from Condon. 4 

Country-m. Very little, indeed Sir,-we want 
Ican’¢ tell bow many Alland Mails, and the 
Packet from Jamaica is loft ; but I can tell you 
the London News fays, That Cook the Gloucefter- 
fhire Butcher was hanged at Tyburn the 11th, 
of this Month: You fee Ll bring you fome Sto- 
ries or other, if I can’s bring you Fighting S:o- 
ties, TU) bring you Hanging Stories rather than 
ftand oot. 

Obf. Lrejoyce at the Death of no Man, efpe- 
cially of'one that leaves the World after fo igno- 
miniaus a manners | wonder’d indeed when I 
heard Interceflion was made with the Queen for 
this Mans Lifé; for the Murder of a Peace- 
Officer is next to Treafon, fiuce it is committed 
on One that Reprefencs Her Majetties Perfon ; 
if fuch Perfons were Pardoned, few would take 
the Office of a Conftable upon them, and fach 
astake part with fuch Men are more like to 
make, than Difperfé a Riotous Tumult: But 
tas mut be done or Her Majefties per- 
farit felf is nor fafe, aad this can be done only 


by Legal Officers, who (if they are Murdet’d | 


inthe Execution of their Offices, ‘and the Mar- 
tlierers are Pardoned ) are but ill Precedents for 
others to take Peace-Offices upon them. 

Country-m. Mafter Obferuator 1 have fome- 
what wore to fay on this Subje@ : A Friend of 
yoars has fent yuu this Cooks Dying Speech, and 
defires you to fend him Word by me,what you 
think Cook means in his Prayer when he befeeches 
Goad'to Bi /s bis Holy Catbilick Church, and efpe- 
cially that pureft part of it, the Church of England 
and pive usto tt the fame Honour, Power, and 
Glory as it bad beretcfire ? 

Obf You mult anderftand there-are feveral 
that make Pretenfions to the Charch of England. 
The Papifts they claim it for their own, and 
pray that it may have the ‘ame Honour, Power 




















and Glory asit had heretofore, that is, j;4.. 
of Popery, when the King of England wa thy 
Popes Eldeft Son, and His Holiness on 

Pretence could lay the. whole Nation under? 
Interdit, There i§ another pretended Chas 
of England, 1 mean thax of Arch Bifhop 5. 


croft, whofe Priefthood are the Non jwalllg ¢f 
Clergy, and whofe Laiety are the Jacobi, h 
thefe alfo pray that God would give th : 
Chorch the fame Power, Honour andGhnimm 2” 
as it had heretofore, that is, in the Glorigime 
Days of Pa/five Obedsence and Perfecstion, why 

the Ruffels, Sydneys, Cornifhes, Satemans wy 

other Noble Patriots were taken away und sas 
pretence of Law to make Room for J4a/s. 

in the City of London; and in order to make fry ' 
Born Englifhmen the worft of Slaves. Nop wt 
honeft Country-man, as thefe pretended Chur 

of England had never the leaft Honour,er tyler ¥ 
Glory; fo may they never have any Poni 
as heretofore, to-difturb the Gentle Reign 
our truly Proteftang Princefs: And let the A... 


bitrary Power and the Mercilefs and Inhumy 
Practices of both thefe~Churches, be an ay, 
mination to all good Men, and Sincere Poiiia 
teftants. | 7 

Country m. Amen. 


Obf. Now, Honeft Country.man, ycu snd| 4 
are of Arch-BifhopTennifons Church of Englanj bss 
which confifts of the pureft Dottrines of iii 6. 


Chriftian Religion, fupported by the moft Ve. 
tuous & Learned Hierarchy & Clergy thaten iii o¢ 
Adorned a Prote/t ant Church; and may the fam 
Power, Honour and Glory, which they ha 
defervedly obtain’d ; may that Candoor a 
Temper of Mind, and that Learning and Pig 
which now Adorn their Lives, Defcend af 
them to their Succeflors: May we never wat 
firch a Queen, fuch Bifhops and Clergy, nor itd 
Judges as we have at prefent; May we all bedt 
tiful Subjects to Her Majefty: May we hearia 
to the Pious Counfels of the Miniftry, and bk 
obedient to the Laws of the Land; and in 
doing let us be the Glory and Praife of th 
whole Earth. 

Country-m. Amen, But Matter Olje 
vator, what does be mean when he Prays to Gd 
to Confound the Devices of the Di(fenter i 
they fhonld rife in Rebellion againf m 
Queen and the Church? | 

Obf. You had better put this Queftion tom 
Lorrain the Ordinary of Nemgate,he is the lit 
lift. Perfon to anfwer is, and co tell you Wi 
Charch Cook was of, am very well aflared,ia% 
of the Diffenters in England are Enemits 
Her Majefty,except the Papifts, the Non-jarat 
Clergymen, ani the Jacobites: Her Majeftt 
Sacred Perfon is in Danger of none but 
Men. Theother Diflenters retain Principles 
the trueft Loyalty and AffeGtion ro the Quét 
they ventured their 4U with their Protest 
Brethren of the Church of England in the 
volutios, which, (by the Goodnefs and 5* 
gular Favour of the Almighty ro thefe 
tions) gaveus our moit Excellent Queen. 
never forget Her in their Publick Prajt 
and their Purfesare alwaysopen to the Supp" 
of Her Government ; and | make 00 Queltion 
if occafion fhould require, (which God forbié) 
they would Venture Life and Limb in Dele 
of the Queen and Realm. 
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